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borrowing in the years before the depression, but
the responsibility of Germans themselves for a great
part of their own misfortunes did not lessen their
self-pity. The habit of blaming everything upon
the 'dictated' Treaty of Versailles had indeed given
to this self-pity something of a pathological turn.
Other countries were hard hit by the economic de-
pression. It is probable that the amount of suffer-
ing was greater not merely absolutely but relatively
in the United States than in Germany, but neither
in the United States nor in Great Britain was there
much disposition to lay the blame for this suffering
on other people. The Germans, on the other hand,
put the whole blame on the victors of 1918. In any
case, there was no leader in Germany capable of
suggesting a 'new deal' other than Adolf Hitler.
To Hitler the economic depression was a superb
opportunity. Thousands upon thousands of Ger-
mans accepted National Socialism because it offered
them a simple diagnosis of their sufferings and a
simple remedy, They would have been less likely
to listen to their quack doctor if they had not heard
something of the same patter from more reputable
German physicians.
Why National Socialism appealed to Germany
It is often said that the German people never
accepted National Socialism, but that National
Socialism was forced upon them. The ballot figures
of the elections before the electoral machinery fell
into National Socialist hands (after this time voting
figures were, of course, meaningless, and the Reichs-
tag became, according to a familiar German
'subterranean* joke, 'the highest paid male chorus